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OUR PEOPLE

Mrs Phumelele 
Nzimande
B SocSc (Hons), 
University of Natal
Chief people officer, 
SABC; former deputy 
director-general, postal 
policy, department 
of communications; 
former deputy chair 
of the Commission 
on Gender Equality; 
council member of the 
University of KwaZulu-
Natal.

Dr Olive 
Shisana
(CEO)
ScD, Johns Hopkins 
University
HSRC CEO; former 
positions held: 
executive director 
of the HSRC’s Social 
Aspects of HIV/AIDS 
and Health research 
programme; professor 
of health systems, 
Medical University 
of South Africa; 
executive director, 
family and community 
health, World Health 
Organisation, 
Switzerland; director-
general, department of 
health, South Africa; 
group manager, 
South African Medical 
Research Council; and 
acting chief of research 
and statistics division, 
District of Columbia 
(local) Government 
(USA); chair of the 
Ministerial Advisory 
Committee on National 
Health Insurance, 
and member of the 
Economic Advisory 
Panel.

Prof. Akilagpa 
Sawyerr
JSD, University of 
California (Berkeley)
Fellow of the Ghana 
Academy of Arts and 
Sciences.
Member, Council of 
State (Ghana).
Member of the 
Governing Board of 
the Commonwealth of 
Learning, the Advisory 
Council of the Ibrahim 
Index of African 
Governance; chair 
of the programme, 
Board of the Ghana 
Research and 
Advocacy Programme; 
and member of the 
board of trustees 
for the Institute 
for Democratic 
Governance; former 
vice-chancellor, 
University of Ghana; 
and secretary-general, 
Association of African 
Universities.

Prof. Paulus 
Zulu
PhD, University of 
Natal
Director and senior 
research fellow, 
Maurice Webb Race 
Relations Unit, 
University of KwaZulu-
Natal, member of the 
Pontifical Academy 
of Social Sciences; 
board chairman of 
McCord Hospital, 
Durban; member of 
the Pontifical Academy 
of Social Sciences, 
Vatican City, Rome.
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Prof. Lulama 
Qalinge 
PhD, North-West 
University
Director, School of 
Social Sciences and 
associate professor in 
Social Work: North-
West University; chair 
of council, Mmabatho 
College of Nursing 
and Lesotho Highlands 
Development 
Authority.

Prof. Pamela 
Naidoo
DPhil, University of 
Natal
Chair, Community 
and Health Sciences 
Faculty Research 
Committee, University 
of the Western Cape 
(UWC), and member 
of the Senate Research 
Committee at UWC; 
past executive 
member of the 
Psychological Society 
of South Africa 
(PsySSA); past chair of 
the Ethics Committee 
of PsySSA; member 
of the American 
Psychological 
Association.

Prof. Rashid 
Hassan
PhD, Iowa State 
University, USA
Professor and 
director, Centre 
for Environmental 
Economics and Policy 
in Africa (CEEPA), 
University of Pretoria.

Mr Patrick 
Masobe*
MSc, University of 
London
Chief executive officer 
of Vmed; chairperson 
of the board of 
directors: Health 
Systems Trust.

* No picture  
available at time  
of going to print.

Prof. Amanda 
Lourens
PhD, University of 
Pretoria
Vice-rector, research 
and planning, North-
West University, 
Potchefstroom 
Campus; extraordinary 
associate professor 
in statistics, North-
West University; 
past president 
of the Southern 
African Research 
and Innovation 
Management 
Association and 
the South African 
Statistical Association; 
past chairperson of 
the Southern African 
Association for 
Institutional Research; 
past assistant-director 
of the SA Higher 
Education Retention 
Data Project.

Prof. Edward 
Webster
PhD, University of the 
Witwatersrand
Visiting Professor 
Development and 
Decent Work, Kassel 
University. 
Professor of sociology 
and past director of 
Sociology of Work 
unit, University of the 
Witwatersrand (Wits); 
past president of the 
Research Committee 
of Labour Movements 
for the International 
Sociological 
Association; board 
member of the 
Development Bank 
of Southern Africa; 
top-rated National 
Research Foundation 
sociologist; Senior 
Fulbright Scholar, US.
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